Substance P involved in mental disorders.
1. This review clarifies the involvement of substance P (SP) in mental disorders, especially schizophrenia. One of the main SP pathways in the brain is the striatonigral pathway. SP applied in the substantia nigra activates the nigro-striatal dopamine system. 2. Administration of antipsychotic drugs decreased SP concentration in the substantia nigra. Some post mortem studies of schizophrenic patients showed elevated SP concentration in some brain regions. Effects of baclofen, a SP antagonist, on schizophrenic patients are uncertain. 3. SP may be involved in the pathophysiology of schizophrenia.